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When is free software not free?
When you download a piece of software and install it on your work’s PC, you need to read the
license information and check that it is licensed for commercial use. You are not allowed to use you
PC at work for non-commercial purposes so ANY software must reflect this in the license.
Freeware
Below is an example of ‘Freeware’, on their website ‘DVD Shrink’ is advertised as completely free
with the option of a donation. If you read the license information it states that is for ‘Noncommercial purposes only’ hence it is NOT allowed to be installed on University PCs. Some
software may be free to install on commercial PCs but, as it states below, it may not be legal in our
country so more checks may be needed. If in doubt DO NOT INSTALL and ask the IT services for
more advice.

Trialware/Shareware
Software that can be run for a limited period of time before it expires. In order to keep running the
application, a registration key (password) must be purchased and entered into the trial version, or a
new, full version must be installed. Trialware/Shareware may be set up by date or days. For
example, a 40-day Trialware/Shareware program may expire in 40 days or after it has been used
for 40 non-contiguous days. You need, again, to check the license and make sure it is licensed for
COMMERCIAL PURPOSES and once the trial has expired, the software must be REMOVED if a
permanent license has not been purchased.

The license below from WinRAR states that the ‘try before you buy’ runs out after 40 days.
Although the software still runs after that period, a registration reminder pops up every time you
use it, it would be illegal to run it in this state so a license would need to be purchased.

